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TOWN OFFICERS

March Town Meeting
Town Clerk

Patricia Mitchell

1988

Selectmen

Terrance Murphy
William T. Thistle
Maurice Jenness

1988
1989
1990

Treasurer

Marilyn Raymond

1988

Trustees of Trust Funds

Dudley Barnard
Robert Miller
Lillian Clement

1988
1989
1990

Supervisors of Check Lists
Jean Wilcox
Ileene Pollard
Eileen Linde

1988
1990
1992

Moderator
1988

Ronald Towne

Library Trustees

Mary Delashmit
Elizabeth Cheney
Catherine Drew

1988
1989
1990
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APPOINTMENTS
Tax Collector
1988

Margaret A. Thistle
Forest Fire Warden

Stephen Andricks

Deputy Fire Wardens
Creighton Gray

John Voelbel

Andrew Denton
Planning Board
Robert Williams
Lawrence Denton, chm
Ronald Olszak
Allen Dehls
Marilyn Raymond
Warren Edmands
William Thistle, Ex Off.
Mary Jane Denton, Clerk
Terrance Murphy
Alternates: Col. Beverly Finkle
Zoning Board of Adjustment

Ronald Towne
E. Wayne Thompson

Nils Larson, chm
Thomas Curran

Katherine Miller

Conservation Committee
Ronald Towne
Helyn Townsend
Mark Givens
School Board Member

Robert Bent
Nancy Gray
Marjorie Dehls
Nils Larson

1989

Chief of Police

John Voelbel

Fire Chief

David Bartlett

Building Inspector

Fred Wilcox
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
The financial picture continues to be bright for the Town
in spite of increased cost due to growth pressures. The
Tax rate again remained fairly stable with a modest increase
of about 1% and the small deficit of last year was retired
and the books closed with a surplus of about $9,000. Our good
fiscal fortune gives us one of the 10th LOWEST tax rates in
the State.
We would point out that when you review expenditures, you
also look at the revenue side of the Ledger. This year, for
instance, we received about $10,000 in disaster aid due to
the Spring floods and $5,000 in DWI Grants which offset the
expenses in those departments. Additionally, funds were
received from many activities within the Fire Department
which also helps offset many necessary expenses. We owe a
great deal of thanks to the efforts of those individuals
who help raise revenues for the Town.

The modifications to the River Road Library are about
complete. We were able to add significant space to that
building while repairing many deficits found during
construction. A new heating, electrical, and septic system
was added and a majority of the roof was insulated, the
building was also painted. This was all within budget!
this Spring we will carpet the addition and install
a handicap ramp for better access.

We resolved the debate regarding the grader for the highway
to the mutual satisfaction of all. We obtained a very
favorable lease/purchase arrangement from Caterpillar Tractor
as well as a reduced price from $90,000+ to $76,000 equipped
with most of the necessities needed for the Town. This meet
the price that the last Town Meeting felt comfortable with in
spite of lack of a 2/3 vote. The spirit of the meeting was to
buy "new" rather than "used". The financial situation favors
us to convert to an outright purchase in the near future
therefore, we will bring the issue to transfer title to the
voter at a later date.
,

This year we see a large number of items on the ballot
regarding zoning changes. Tax liens and a new municipal
building. We addressed those issues in our most recent
newsletter and mailed those to all voters in Town prior to
the '88 Town Meeting. If you did not receive one, they will
be available in the Hall during voting hours for your
We spend a great deal of effort to communicate with
reading.
you the voter regarding why certain proposals are made. We
hope you have time to read this newsletter.
We will briefly review the proposal for the new Town hall
in the balance of this report.

-
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The population of the Town is presently close to 700 year
round residents. The present building is inadequate to house
this population for meetings, and we presently do not meet
standards for the necessary space for voting. In addition,
the present structure fails to meet many of the requirements
for public assembly. We cannot expand the present building
as we are too close to the property lines and the State Right
of Way.

Over the years, we have added a new building for the Highway,
enlarged the Fire Station and River Road building,
constructed a solid waste facility with a neighboring Town,
replaced and added necessary equipment to maintain services
in highway and public safety. We think the voters in the have
always looked toward the future, when deciding issues such as
the ones before you. Therefore, we feel it proper to
recommend that we construct a new municipal building and
donate the Grange Hall to the Historical Society. The cost
will raise the taxes about 3% or an average of $50.00 per
household. (The 1988 Tax Rate is estimated to be about $41.19
from $39.42 which includes an allowance of $50,000 increase
for schools an $10,000 for Grafton County
Those items will
raise the tax rate about 2%. We estimate the overall rate to
change by 5% ($39.42 to $41.19)
)

If you refer to the newsletter, you will see that the
municipal portion of your tax bill has been DECLINING
since 1981 in spite of the previously mentioned improvements.
Your Tax Dollars are increasingly spent on schools. PLEASE
ATTEND THE ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING ON WED. MARCH 16TH AT 8PM.
Your tax dollars are increasingly spent there.

"

TOWN WARRANT
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE T0W1>J OF BRIDGEWATER IN THE
COUNTY OF GRAFTON IN SAID STATE, QUALIFIED TO VOTE IN TOWN
AFFAIRS:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Grange Hall
in said Bridgewater on Tuesday, the Eighth day of March, next
at Ten AM of the clock in the forenoon to act on the

following subjects:
Polls to be opened from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM

Business meeting at 8:00 PM
1.

To choose a Selectman for three
other necessary town officials-

2.

To act on the amendments to the subdivision regulations and/or the zoning ordinances.

3.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropiate a sum not to exceed $200,000.00, with $20,000.00 to
be raised by general tax revenue and to issue a series of
note{s) or bond(s) not to exceed $180,000.00 for a term to
be determined by the Selectmen.

4.

To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise
and appropriate for General Expenses as estimated in the
budget.

5.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropthe sum of $10,000.00 for the purchase of land south of
and adjacent to the Town owned property on Rte 3A.

6.

"Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 80:50-86 for a
real estate tax lien procedure? These statutes provide
that tax sales to private individuals for nonpayment of
property taxes on real estate are replaced with a real
estate tax lien procedure under which only a municipality
or county where the property is located or the State may
acquire a tax lien against land and buildings for unpaid
taxes.

(3)

years and all

7 -

9.

To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to
apply for, accept and expend money from the State, Federal
or other goverment unit or a private source which becomes
available during the year in accordance with procedures
set forth in RSA 31:95.

8.

To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to
borrow money in anticipation of taxes.

9.

To transact any other business that may legally come
before the meeting.

Given under our hand and seals, this Twentieth day
of February in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
eighty eight.

Terrance Murphy
Selectmen

William Thistle

of

Bridgewater
Maurice Jenness
A true copy of Warrant

Attest

Terrance Murphy
Selectmen

William Thistle
Maurice Jenness

of

BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER, N.H.
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensueing Year

January 1,1988 to December 31,1988
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATION
Approp.

WELFARE
General assistance

4090

-
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TAX RATE COMPUTATION
Actual
Total town appropriation
Total revenues
Net town appropriation
Net school appropriation
County assessment
Total town, school county
Deduct business profits
Less war service credits
Add overlay

Property tax to be raised

613,517

735,104

+ 121,587

1987

613,517

/

15,678,789 = $39.42/1000

(1988)

753,357

/

18,289,803 = $41.19/1000

PROPERTY VALUATION COMPARISON LAST 10 YEARS

-
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CARRI PLODZIK SANDERSON Professional Association
19i Horth Main Street

AUDITOR

'S

Concord, N.H.

03301

(603)225-^996

REPORT ON FINANCIAL PRESENTATION

To the Members of
the Board of Selectmen
Town of Bridgewater
Bridgewater, New Hampshire

We have examined the general purpose financial statements of the Town of
Bridgewater as of and for the year ended December 31, 1987, as listed in the
table of contents. Our examination was made in accordance with generally
accepted auditing standards and, accordingly, included such tests of the
accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we considered
necessary in the circumstances.
As described in Note IB, the general purpose financial statements referred to
above do not include the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts, which should
be included to conform with generally accepted accounting principles. The
amount that should be recorded in the General Fixed Assets Account Group is
not known.
In our opinion, except that omission of the General Fixed Asset Group of
Accounts results in an incomplete presentation, as explained in the above
paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present
fairly the financial position of the Town of Bridgewater at December 31, 1987,
and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with
generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with
that of the preceding year.

Our examination was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general
purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The combining and individual
fund financial statements listed in the table of contents are presented for
purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general
Such information has
purpose financial statements of the Town of Bridgewater.
been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the examination of the
general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in
all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements
taken as a whole.

^a^^Ql*^.
jMuary

28,

1988

(^^W^--'^^-^

iU<.«l^.iJ=^

-
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TOWN OF BRIDGEVATER

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1987

NOTE

1

-

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The following is a summary of significant accounting policies employed in the
preparation of these financial statements.
A.

Fund Accounting
The accounts of the Town are organized on the basis of funds or account
groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The
operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of selfbalancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity,
revenues, and expenditures, as appropriate.
Government resources are
allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the
purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending
activities are controlled. The various funds are grouped by type in the
financial statements. The following fund types and account groups are
used by the Town:

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the
Town.
All general tax revenues and other receipts that are not allocated
by law or contractual agreement to another fund are accounted for in this
fund.
From the fund are paid the general operating expenditures, the
fixed charges, and the capital improvement costs that are not paid
through other funds.
Special Revenue Funds - Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the
proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than expendable trust or
major capital projects) requiring separate accounting because of legal or
regulatory provisions or administrative action. Included in this fund
type is the Federal Revenue Sharing Fund.

FIDUCIARY FUNDS
Trust Funds - Trust Funds are used to account for the assets held in
trust by the Town.
The Nonexpendable and Expendable Trust Funds (which
include Capital Reserve Funds) are shown in this fund type.
B.

Account Groups (Fixed Assets and Long-Term Liabilities)
All governmental funds are accounted for on a spending or "financial
flow" measurement focus. This means that only current assets and current
liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Their
reported fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of
"available spendable resources". Governmental fund operating statements
present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases
(expenditures and other uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they

-
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TOVN OF BRIDGEVATER

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1987

are said to present a summary of sources and uses of available spendable
resources during a period.

General fixed assets have been acquired for general governmental purposes
and have been recorded as expenditures in the fund making the
These expenditures are required to be capitalized at
expenditure.
historical cost in a General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts for
accountability purposes. In accordance with the practices followed by
other municipal entities in the State, the Town does not maintain a
record of its general fixed assets and, accordingly, a statement of
general fixed assets, required by generally accepted accounting
principles, is not included in this financial report.

Long-term liabilities expected to be financed from governmental funds are
accounted for in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group. This account
It is concerned only with the measurement of
group is not a fund.
Since they do not
financial position and not results of operations.
affect net current assets, such long-term liabilities are not recognized
They are instead reported as
as governmental fund type liabilities.
liabilities in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group.
C.

Basis of Accounting
The accounts of the General, Special Revenue, and Expendable Trust Funds
are maintained and reported on the modified accrual basis of accounting.
Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, sources of financial
resources and assets are recognized when measurable and available to
finance operations during the year. Uses of financial resources and
liabilities are recognized when obligations are incurred from receipt of
goods and services, when assessments are made by the State or, in the
case of judgments and claims against the Town, when there is a
probability that such judgments and claims will result in liabilities,
Exceptions to this
the amoi'nts of which can be reasonably estimated.
general rule include: 1) accumulated unpaid vacation and sick pay, and 2)
principal and interest on general long-term debt which is recognized when
due.
All Nonexpendable Trust Funds are accounted for using the accrual
basis of accounting.

D.

Budgetary Accounting
General governmental revenues and expenditures accounted for in budgetary
funds are controlled by a formal integrated budgetary accounting system
in accordance with various legal requirements which govern the Town's
operations.
State Statutes require balanced budgets but provide for the
use of beginning general fund unreserved fund balance to achieve that
end.
In 1987, the beginning fund balance was applied as follows:
Beginning Fund Balance Reserved For Encumbrances

$42,000

-
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TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1987

E.

Encumbrances
Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and
continuing appropriations {certain projects and specific items not fully
expended at year end) are recognized, is employed in the governmental
funds.
Encumbrances are not the equivalent of expenditures and are
therefore reported as part of the fund balance at December 31, 1987 and
are carried forward to supplement appropriations of the subsequent year.
The General Fund reserve for encumbrances at December 31, 1987 is
detailed in Exhibit A-2 and totals $50,711.

F.

Cash and Investments
At year end, the carrying amount of the Town's deposits was $135,269 and
the bank balance was $189,537.
Of the bank balance, $119,497 was covered
by Federal depository insurance and $70,040 was uninsured.

State Statutes authorize the Town to invest excess funds in the custody
in obligations of the United States Government, in
savings bank deposits of banks incorporated under the laws of the State
of New Hampshire, or in certificates of deposit of banks incorporated
under the laws of the State of New Hampshire, or in national banks
located within this State or the State of Massachusetts. These financial
statements report investments in certificates of deposit and savings bank
deposits under the caption Cash and Equivalents.
of the Treasurer,

The Town is further authorized to invest Trust Funds in obligations of
political subdivisions and stocks and bonds, as they are legal for
investment by New Hampshire savings banks. Capital Reserve Funds must be
kept separate and not intermingled with Trust Funds.
Capital Reserve
Funds may be invested only in savings bank deposits of New Hampshire
banks, or in United States or State of New Hampshire bonds or notes.
G.

Accumulated Unpaid Vacation and Sick Pay
Full-time Town employees are granted sick leave at the discretion
Selectmen and are granted two weeks vacation leave. There is no
accumulation of sick and vacation leave.

B.

of

the

Taxes Collected For Others
The property taxes collected by the Town include taxes levied for the
Newfound Area Regional School District and Grafton County which are
remitted to these governmental units as required by law. The ultimate
responsibility for the collection of taxes rests with the Town.

-
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OF BRIDGEWATER

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1987

I.

Property Taxes
The National Council on Governmental Accounting, Interpretation 3,
referring to property tax revenue recognition, requires disclosure if
property taxes receivable, which are to be collected beyond a period of
60 days subsequent to year's end, are recognized on the balance sheet and
not reserved.
In accordance with the practice followed by other
municipal entities in the State of New Hampshire, the Town of Bridgewater
annually recognizes, without reserve, all taxes receivable at the end of
the fiscal year.
The Town feels this practice of accrual is justified,
as it more appropriately matches the liability to the school district
entity at December 31 with collections which are intended to finance
these payments through June 30 of the following year.

Annually, the Town establishes and raises through taxation an amount for
abatements and refunds of property and resident taxes, known as overlay.
All abatements and refunds are charged to this account.
The amount
raised in 1987 was $4,461 and expenditures amounted to $9,388.
As prescribed by law, the tax collector sells at tax sale all uncollected
property taxes in the following year after taxes are due. The purchaser
at tax sale has a priority tax lien on these properties and accrues
interest at 18% per annum. Delinquent taxpayers must redeem property
from tax sale purchasers.

Property is sold to the party who will accept a lien for the least
undivided interest in the property for payment of taxes and related costs
due.
If property is not redeemed within the two-year redemption period,
the property is tax-deeded to the lien holder.

NOTE 2

-

CHANGES IN LONG-TERM DEBT

The following is a summary of long-term debt transactions of the Town for the
fiscal year ended December 31, 1987.
General Obligation Debt

Long-Term Debt Payable January

1,

$10,000

1987

New Debt Incurred
Long-Term Debt Retired

Long-Term Debt Payable December 31, 1987

40,000
(

10,000 )

$40,000

Long-term debt payable at December 31, 1987 is comprised of the following
individual issue:

-
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TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1987

General ObliQation Debt
$40,000 1987 River Road School
Renovations Note due in annual
installments of $10,000 through
1991; interest at variable rates
beginning at 7.50%
The annual requirements to amortize all debt outstanding as of December 31,
L987, including interest payments, are as follows:

Annual Requirements To Amortize Long-Term Debt
Fiscal Year Ending
December 31
1988
1989
1990
1991

Totals

General Obligation Debt
Principal
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Additional Vendor Information
1987

Amount

Name
Florence Maclean
Ireland Lumber
Radio Shack
Adams Construction
Executive Systems
D. Favorite
T. Murphy
Country Living Center
Synk Rebate
Dowing Concrete
IBM
R. Wingate
K. Krystal
The Balsams
Constitutional Bicentenial
NH Dept. Of Employment Sec.
Software Publishing
State of NH
Dave Preston
Nils Larson
Cookbook Publishers
Rumney Pine
K. Shennely
Balboni (Rebate)
Hoffman Sales
Scott Hanes
Bridgewater Coach Works (Insurance)
Custom Crushers
National Graphics
Pemi Glass
L. Gilpatric
R. Delaney
D.Hand
Skips
S.Andrick
D.Bergeon
J.Hand
Denneys Exxon
Bridgewater Planning Board
National Graphic Supply
Page Com
Wilson Tire
Real Data Corp.
Bristol House Of Pizza
F. Webber
B. Beard
DC Drywall
Peter Norton
D.Albert
Cricenti's
Energy Shield
(

15.00
36.00
14.95
34,703.13
30.00
295.08
146.05
66.56
670.00
405.50
250.00
1088.00
48.00
312.32
50.00
5.00
325.99
160.00
209.00
60.54
2734.64
72.91
550.00
50.00
225.92
50.00
1983.30
3000.00
188.64
50.00
5.86
50.00
5.86
113.20
7.84
264.00
5.86
149.30
50.00
124.99
573.00
384.98
60.00
46.00
25.00
25.00
850.00
42.25
20.00
47.41
550.00

-
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BRIDGEWATER PUBLIC LIBRARY
Report 1987
Books on Hand Dec 31,1987

Adult fiction

.
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LIBRARY TREASURER'S REPORT
ECEIPTS

Balance in bank, Dec. 31, 1986
Refund fm Union Leader
Check fm State of NH
Interest earned(NOW acct)
Value of CD rolled over
Interest on CD
Check from Town
Total

1505.32
4.00
107.29
76.14
1000.00
184.59
635.00
$

PAYMENTS

Maintenance & equipment
Books & Magazines
Misc
Salary, Librarian
Salary, P. Havens
unused appropriation, ret'd to Town
To
2

CDS @$1000

(Emergency Fund)

Balance Dec. 31, 1987

59.41

3512.34

-
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BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD
1987 Report

The Planning Board considered many applications for
subdivisions in 1987 during ordinary course of business. It
also, on occasion, advised the Zoning Board with regard to
applications presented to the latter. The Planning Board also
considered many other matters that came to its attention.
During the year, the Pemi River Council made a
presentation of their position regarding an "overlay" zone
along the Pemi River in Bridgewater. New Hampton and Bristol
were also in the process of considering this overlay. The
Board reviewed our Zoning Ordinance now in effect and felt
that any change in the Ordinance would not necessarily be in
the Town's best interest. We determined that we would monitor
the proceedings of the Council prior to taking any action.
The Board also reviewed a presentation of the Soil
Conservation Service promoting subdivisions not necessarily
by land area but by soil type. Some Towns have applied this
with good results. The matter is under study at this time.
The Board approved "Standards for Design and Construction of Roads" which was developed by Richard Phillips, the
Town Engineer. These standards conform to TRA specifications
and have the approval of the Selectmen.
The Board addressed the plan for permanent (and house)
postal numbering throughout the Town. Starting with the new
tax map, all buildable (or built upon) pieces of property
will be permanently numbered for postal and identification
purposes. Many advantages were sited, primarily fire and
police emergency. This plan is now in process and should be
completed at an early date.
A policy topic was the merging of land where abutting
properties are purchased by a single individual, who then
wishes to sell them separately. The Board approved the socalled "Nighswander Rule" not to permit subdivisions "if on a
single deed and either parcel fails to meet current zoning
and/or subdivision regulations.
A committee of Nils Larson, Warren Emmons and Lawrence
Denton began meeting in August to review all Town ordinances
in the light of current operations. Many small technical
points were cited for adjustment. The major change was a
recommendation to establish commercial and/or commercial/
industrial zones which are shown on the proposed new zoning
maps. Approval of the new zones by the voter will eliminate
the necessity of considering commercial and/or industrial
applications as "special exceptions". Future changes in the
new zones would be in the hands of the voters.
The committee also reviewed the building regulations
which have been in place since 1951. Many changes were recommended to the voters based on the operation of the
regulations for the past 26 years.
Lastly, the mobile home park regulations were adjusted
to agree with the Zoning Ordinance.

Respectively submitted
Lawrence Denton
chairman

,

-
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Jan. 30, 191

BRIDGEWATER BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE
REPORT

1987

The Bicentennial Committee has been meeting monthly over the past year
and have formulated the following schedule:

August 19, 1988

Antique Auction at the Bridgewater Fire Station
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Charlie Reynolds, auctioneer.
August 20, 1988
Parade
Old Home Day Activities
Crafts and Craft Demonstrations
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Dancing 8:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m.

August 21, 1988

Church Services (at the Town House)
Tour of Cellar holes
Back to Town House for a Picnic Lunch (each family to
provide their own lunch)
Respectfully yours.

1988 Bicentennial Committee

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BRIDGEWATER'.'.'.

-
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BRIDGEWATER FIRE DEPARTMENT
1987 Report

The Fire Dept. responded to 28 calls.

Chimney fires
Mutual aid
Auto accidents
Brush fire
Service calls
Furnace problem

4
9
2
1
3

1

Partition fires
Auto fires
Grass fires
Wires down
False dial alarms
Service call
during flood

1

1

1
1
3

1

The new addition to the fire station has given us some
badly needed room which is appreciated. The firemen also
built a small kitchen and equipped it themselves.
A new dry hydrant was installed on Whittemore Point Rd
North in a pond supplied by Lawrence Denton. Whittemore
Shores Developement installed a dry hydrant at the lake and
put a pressurized hydrant in their water system.

We are still looking for new members if interested stop
by the station on Monday evenings or contact any fireman.

David Bartlett
Fire Chief

-
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
Report 1987
The Bridgewater police dept experienced a iOO% increase
in crime and accident cases reported in 1987. Grafton County
reported an overall increase of 16% over 1986 statistics.
Traffic summons activity remained high with a total of 136
served. This traffic enforcement was supported mostly by a
grant from the Highway Safety Agency and proved its worth in
controlling traffic speed and accidents in our Town. It also
enabled the dept. to identify criminal suspects in our area.
This summer, with the help of our Highway Dept and the
assistance of Jim Morrill, a firearms training facility was
built to enable our officers to train regularly in Town.
Improvements are planned for 1988. Preventing burglaries is a
high priority and a new snowmobile was added to our dept. for
patrol of remote unplowed areas. The cost of this machine was
funded by the residents concerned.
We hope to increase our efforts in the future by the
addition of two new officers and the continued support of our
residents to keep our Town one of the safest, crime free
Towns in the area.

Statistics

32

REPORT OF

FOREST FIRE RANGER
and
STATE FOREST RANGER
TOVVN

Betv/ean July 1986 and June 1987, we experienced fewer
fires than normal. The leading causes of fires were children,
fires kindled without written permission of a Fire Warden and
debris burning. All causes are preventable, but only with
your help.

Please help our Town and State Forest fire officials
with fire prevention. Contact your Forest Fire Warden for
more information.
" te timber harvest regulation is the
Enforcement of
;restry officials. Our State has
responsibility of
excellent timber har- osc regulations; however your assistance is needed.
"-

If you knov; of a logging operation and suspect a State
c

:.

;c

\v";av!i,
223.7.

harvest i:ax la\v may be violated, call your Forest Fire
or Conccid Forest Protection headquarters at 271-

own fcresc land, you became responsible for the timbei
C
yc!..'
tax pawient starting April 1st, 1986. This is a change in the
timber tax law that will impact all forest landowners.
Contact your local Board of Selectmen for timber tax forms.
.;:

FOREST FIRE STATISTICS

-

1987

Number of fires Statewide

403

Acres Burned Statewide

189

Cost of Suppression

District
Town

Stephen P. Andrick
Forest Fire V^/arden

$44,682

Number of Fires 15
" Acres 28.25
Fires
Acres

2
1

.

5

John P. Richard
Forest Ranger

.
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LAKES REGION PLANNING COMMISSION ~ 1986-87
Last year the Lakes Region Planning Commission increased the amount
of zoning, subdivision facilities and other local planning services
provided to member communities and broadened its scope of regional
projects in transportation, historic preservation, land use planning,

environmental protection, ground water and shared services. These
increases were possible due to efforts initiated two years ago to
enhance the agency's position to deliver consistent, quality
professional services at reasonable cost. These same efforts, concerns
and commitments still exist.
Thirty of the eligible thirty-two
municipalities in the region are now members of the Commission.
LOCAL ASSISTANCE

Rapid local and regional growth issues continued to dominate and
challenge town officials who must sort out the complex ramifications of
development. As a result, more time and effort was spent by the LRPC in
providing draft and sample texts, data, guidance, maps and other vital
information relative to growth management to town offficials than any
other activity.
The Commission, for instance, has worked with several
communities on capital improvement programs, helping Gilford, Laconia,
Freedom and Gilmanton with collecting and compiling necessary data, and
consulting with Wolfeboro, Alton and Moultonborough on capital
improvement program procedures. It has also completed a master plan for
Freedom, a land use watershed capability analysis for Franklin and
comments to Sanbornton on an innovative transfer of development rights
idea to protect agricultural lands.
High on the agenda of many
communities are the updating of master plans, the preparation of capital
improvement programs and the revision of subdivision regulations and
zoning ordinances.
LRPC s inventory of municipal inquiries for assistance reflects a
lively concern with these matters as well as with ground and surface
water resources, drainage, road standards, non-residential development,
interpretations of the state statutes on planning, and a broad range of
other queries relating to wetlands protection, socioeconomic impact
statements, preservation of historic structures and planning board
procedures
'

The potential traps in the planning process are many, and
communities are becoming increasingly aware of their vulnerability to
(a) the consequences of unmanaged growth, and (b) the legal
complications arising from uninformed actions and procedures. For these
and other reasons, the Commission continued to sponsor in the region the
annual Municipal Law Lecture Series organized by the N.H. Municipal
Association.

.
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The idea of being a broker of shared services is not uncommon to
regional planning agencies. Over the last year two "circuit-rider"
planners were recruited to serve sone of the planning needs of Belmont,
Alton and Franklin. This technique could be used elsewhere and other
town officials have asked about shared town administrator, engineering
and code enforcement assistance in addition to planners.

REGIONAL PLANNING
Local transportation efforts received a boost through the LRPC as
additional funds were secured from the N.H. Department of Transportation
to assist in the development of a continuing, coordinated and
comprehensive regional transportation program. The Lakes Region
Baseline Transportation Report compiled historic state and local traffic
and road data and assembled them in one place as a handy reference in
the first phase of the region's transportation program.

Guided by a multi-municipality committee, areawide transportation
efforts are becoming an attractive alternative for local towns
interested in updating their local road plans as well as discussing
common problems of area and state road systems. At last count, the
communities of Hill, Meredith, Ashland, Gilford, Laconia, Belmont,
Franklin, Wolfeboro and Tilton are still active, guiding participants in
this regional effort.
Future efforts include the purchase and use of
traffic counters, analyzing maintenance and improvement costs through
the state Highway Block Grant and more involvement with traffic impact
studies
The environment, especially water quality protection, received a
major boost. The six communities of Sandwich, Centre Harbor, Meredith,
Gilford, Moultonborough and Alton banded together through the LRPC to
hold the area's first household hazardous waste cleanup. With
assistance from many volunteers, two thousand gallons of toxic household
chemicals were removed from households in a well-publicized effort
educating people to the hazards of certain common household chemicals.
This open process was so appreciated that it will be repeated next
spring.
All area towns are eligible to participate in these regional
cleanups.
In addition, regional interest in cooperative solid waste
management activities is being rekindled for future agendas.

The Commission released the 1987 Regional Land Use Plan; a
comprehensive analysis of major land use changes in the region over the
last ten years.
Twenty municipalities were scrutinized very closely in
this study for changes in residential, forest, commercial, industrial,
transportation and agricultural land uses. Twelve other towns were
grouped in a rural characteristics category and given the same
analysis.
The document provides a basis which staff use to suggest
changes to local master plans and land use regulations. A detailed
regional housing characteristics study will be undertaken in the near
future.

-
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GENERAL
Six major program areas define the scope of services of the Lakes
Region Planning Commission: Administrative Services, Regional Planning,
Local Planning Assistance, Economic Development, Transportation and
Environment. As is well known, federal funding sources are far scarcer
Since a statutory requirement remains to
today than in past years.
deliver certain services, the LRPC will continue to seek all possible
State support and will set community dues at a minimum level consistent
with assurance of quality services.
For the first time in many years the Commission entered and ended a
fiscal year with positive fiscal balances. This has primarily resulted
due to a proud sense of public duty by staff to handle the work load
without regard for significantly heavy and uncompensated overtime, as
well as the steadfast- and increasing- support from members.
In
response to continued strong local demands for assistance, the agency
revised its personnel policies to attract motivated, high-quality
professional staff. At the end of the year, seven full-time and one
part-time people were employed by the Commission to implement basic
responsibilities to members.
In addition, new tools such as high-speed
micro-computers and a diazo machine were implemented to enhance overall
productivity.

CONCLUSION
That the region's communities are firmly oriented toward sound land
use and growth management is reflected by the number which already have
land use ordinances and by the activity of others to complete and update
the process.
But successful planning and growth management require
solid citizen support. That support is provided through the town budget
process and through volunteer time. This is a constant, undeniable fact
that must be nurtured ever day of the year.
It was also stated in
another way last year by a current Commission Co-Chairman:
"The quality of growth management must be viewed in the context
of financial suppcrt.
A good plan and an effective planning
process will cost more than a poor process. Good planning
requires countless hours of volunteer involvement with
professional backup.
Some key planning recommendations, in
turn, will inevitably succeed only through public
expenditure. .New approaches to planning will be successful
only to the extent that the public is involved. The public
will want ideas that help support their goals but also ones
where costs appear to be justifiable."
.

This year's request for town financial support achieves the overriding
objective of the LRPC to provide quality planning services at
justifiable cost. And the costs to operate the agency in a manner
commensurate with the demand can be reasonable when they are shared
through the instrumentality of a regional planning entity such as the
LRPC.
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Budget for tlie current lisc.iJ yuvir is $H,9A7,1A).
Town Laxot; to tlii.' County avur.ige
The major portion
6.7% or $2.21 per $1,000, of the property owner's tax bill.
of county expenses goes to the operation of the Nursing Home (39.69%) and to human
services programs for the elderly, disabled, nursing care and children (26.86%).

REGISTRY OF DEEDS had gross income of $3, MO, 159 in 1987.
The total number of
documents processed in 1987 was 29,983.
$3,184,982 was received in transfer tax,
of which 96% or $3,057,584 went to the State of NH and 4% or $127,398 was retained
Other receipts include recording and copy fees in the amount
as county income.
of
Total income to the County was $572,575 compared to a total of
$445,177.
$3,057,584 paid to the State, although the County is liable for 100% of all
operating costs.
SERVICES:
Old Age & Disabled grant programs remain fairly constant with
elderly program averaging 100 cases at $4,800 per month and the disabled
averaging 225 cases at $21,000 per month.
Intermediate Nursing Care caseload increased with SB-1 where the County became
INC cases now average
responsible for all INC cases and eliminated town liability.
255 at $110,000 per month, a rapidly increasing cost to the counties with savings

HUMAN
the

to the

towns.

Children and Youth Services also became a county liability under Senate Bill 1,
with counties reimbursing the State 25% for all child service costs.
It is
impossible to give accurate figures for child expenses, as they are rapidly
increasing monthly.
Current accounts reflect 130 to 150 cases costing from $64,000
to $75,000 per month. (At the beginning of this fiscal year, we had approximately
120 cases at about $50,000 per month.)
The County has 25% funding liability of
child placement costs and we are taking an active interest in the needs of children
in Grafton County.
Service ac.oncies receive $2^7,217 or $A.03 per capita, to provide much
Social
needed services for home heiilth, mental health, devel opmental ly disabled, senior
citizens transportation and nutrition .ind many otiior valuable programs.

CORRECTIONAL FACILITY is
day and frequently housing
We have contracted
day.
bed addition.
Schematic

increasingly overpopulated
now averaging 58 inmates per
60+.
The current cost of operation is $28.63 per inmate
with an architect to present design and cost for a 34
designs and price estimates are expected by mid-January
to go out for bid by late Janaury with bid results due in by the end of February.
Funding issues should go to the delegation and public in March with anticipated
ground breaking in April.
,

GRAFTON COUNTY NURSING HOME for intermediate nursing care is licensed for 136 beds
FY 87 cost per patient day was $68.78 with $58.87
and is about 80% reimbursable.
reimbursed by Medicaid.

GRAFTON COUNTY FARM continues to be self-supporting and provides work for inmates
This is
for experimental agricultural projects.
as well as offering access
primarily a dairy farm with an average herd of 170, but also grows produce for
the nursing home.
We encourage public
m Wednesdays.
GRAFTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS meet weekly
attendance and welcome facility tours.
We were deeply saddened by the deaths of Commissioner Arthur E. Snell, Dist.
and Commissioner Leonard Anderson, Dist. #3, early this year.

GRAFTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:

Dorothy Campion-Corcoran, Chairperson
Everett Grass, Clerk
Betty Jo Taffe, Commissioner

.

VITAL STATISTICS
BIRTHS

Date and place of birth; name and sex of child; name of father;

maiden name of mother;
Feb.

20,1987

Plymouth, N,H. Nicole Susan Delanoy female
Richard Craig Delanoy, Susan Elaine Lovett

Mar.

21,1987

Laconia,N.H. Mara O'Malley, female
Michael Patrick O'Malley, Pauline Cecile Girard

Mar.

27,1987

Bridgewater ,N.H. Megan Ashley LaCroix, Female
Paul Emile LaCroix, Jr., Debra Lee Sturgeon

,

July 30,1987

Concord, N.H. Caleb Samuel Baron, Male
Kevin Roger Baron, Patricia Ann Holloran

Aug. 19, 1987

Concord, N.H. Brandon Shane Braley, Male
Keith Edgar Braley, Monica Joyce Coyne

VITAL STATISTICS

MARRIAGES

Date of marriage, name and surname of bridegroom and bride, residence
at at time of marriage

May 01, 1987

Donald W. Smith, Homestead Rd Bridgewater, N.H.
Jane F. Fisher, Homestead Rd Bridgewater ,N .H
.

.

May 02,1987

Douglas N. Glover, School St. Rumney,N.H.
Paula J. Morrill, River Road Bridgewater N.H.
,

May 05,1987

Stephen J. Karkos, 4 Willow Way, Burlington, Mass.
Brenda A. Boschetti, 134 Cambridge Rd Woburn, Mass.
.

June 13,1987

Donald R. DeAngelis, Jr. Star Route, Bridgewater N.H.
Heather K. Farquharson, Star Route, Bridgewater N.H.
,

,

Aug.

08,1987

Gary T. Wilson, Bridgewater, N.H.
Judith C. Tullar, Bridgewater, N.H.

Aug. 09,1987

Michael C. Weitz, 17 Hemenway St. Boston, Mass.
Dawn E. Spann, 17 Hemenway St. Boston, Mass.

Sept. 06, 1987

James W. Galbiati, 276 Arlington St. Acton, Mass.
Janet P. Bychek, 276 Arlington, St. Acton, Mass.

Sept. 26, 1987

Robert G. Batten, 821 Ave. D. Powers, Oregon
Linda C. Bleczinski, 821 Ave. D. Powers, Oregon

VITAL STATISTICS
DEATHS

Date and place of death, name and surname of deceased, name of Father,
name of Mother:

December 03,1986

Plymouth, N.H.
Paul F. O'Connor
Frederick O'Connor; Mary McLean

January 15,1987

Laconia, N.H. Byron E. Wood, Sr.
Vincent Wood; Blanche Osborne

February 02,1987

Franklin, N.H.
Erminie M. Morrill
James Adams; Marion Perry

February 08,1987

Meredith, N.H. Cora Raftery
Walter Braley; Lillian Davis

April 01, 1987

Bridgewater,N.H. Walter H. Brown
Walter S. Brown;Blanche Brown

April 19,1987

Plymouth, N.H. Evelyn G. Brown
Amos Rodimond; Grace Hood

April 30,1987

New Hampton, N.H. Helen E. Smith
Chester Pease; Stella Merrill

July 14,1987

Bridgewater, N.H. Alice Kean Stockwell
John Stockwell; Katharine Raney

July 17,1987

Plymouth, N.H. George Bellucci
Mose Bellucci; Santa Columbo

August 04,1987

Franklin, N.H. Harry Weiner
Israel Weiner; Helen Benburg

Sept. 24,1987

Bridgewater N.H. Germaine E. Repetto
Andrew Landry; Marie Langlois

November 17,1987

Bridgewater, N.H. Francis C. Seely
Lambert Seely; Laura Huston

December 29,1987

Plymouth, N.H. William James Baldwin
William H. Baldwin; Kathryn Mulholand

,

TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER
Emergency Calls
To Report

Fires

524-1545

24 Hour Police Emergency

— 744-6745

— 744-6745
State Police (Concord) — 1-800-562-8282
Grafton County Sheriffs Department — 1-800-552-0393
Poison Information Center — 1-800-643-4000
Newfound Ambulance Service — 744-3358
Chief of Police

